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CHAPTER X,

Sp close had bean the encounter be-
tween the  Confederate and TUnion|
troops on the hill that when our men |
fell back the enemy were at thelir heels, |
and both pursued and pursuers swept |
in a wild, human torrent over the field, |

down the broad pike, across the wide, |

STANLEY'S ARRIVAL WAS AN INSPIRATION T O HIS MEN.

over the vorks on either side. The re-
eistless momentum of this great tide
of infuriated, fAighting men swept away
the reglments in the center and part
of those on eithor side of the break.
Conrad’s Brigade crossed the main line,
near the Columbia pike, while Lane's
men ceme over the works several hun-
dred yards to the right of the pike..
#irickland’s Brignde of Ruger's Divi-
gion was west of the plke, and forined
in two lines, with the 50th Ohio and
924 1IN, in the front line and the 183d

The rear line immediately moved up to
the aid of their comrades in front, and
a fierce hand-to-hand confiict took
place before the rush could be arrest-
ed, but the tenacity with which the
&0th ohio and 724 1IN, heid their posi-|
flons was highly complimented, as was
also the prompt assistance rendered by
the 44th Mo. and the 153d Ohio.

@Gn the left of Columbian plke was
the First Brigade of the Third Division
of . the Twenty-third Corps, composed of
the 104th and 100th Ohio, 16th and 12th
Ky. and Sth Tenn. The two Kentucky
regiments. having covered the retreat
from Columbia, and having magched a
long distunce in order to rejoin the

grmy. went into position some hun-
dred yards In rear of the main line
a&nd lay down to rest. When the break
ciime these troops seized thelr arms,
end rushed forward to retake the
works, The regiment™ which had giv-
en away were at once rallied, and

joined them in a hot struggle for the
rebel standards planted on the works,
The veterans of Conrad's Brigade also
fuced about and look part in the fight-
ing, The 44th 1L, under Lieut.-Col
Rousseatnn, rushed up and went head-
long into the s=truggle. Col. Rousseau
found a space wide enough to throw in
hig wholes regiment for & hand-to-hand
contest. The Confederate officers could
e heard exhorting thelr men to hald
the works, having obtalned possession
©f them.

In such a breasi-to-hreast, foot-to-
foot struggle yinutes became hours and
every second was filled with fierce per-
sonal encoumers, where men were bay-
onetted, crushed by gun barrels, struck

the eannon. Even the hatchets and
exes which had been used for intrench-
ing were brought into play and men’s
heads cloven with them.

Cleburne and Prown, raging over the
events of the night before, miruck by
the withering hlame put upon them by
their commanding General, were now
furiousiy driving their men thru the
break to complete the destruction of
the Union army, forcing their horses
far to the front Lo eucourage their men
to the utmost

Brown's Division succeeded in cap-
turing a part of the line held by Btrick-|
land’'s Brigade, and held it so tenacious- |
Iy ther when thelr comrades were driv-
¢n back they were able to prevent the
Unlon soldlers from reaching it again,
The siruggle for the recovery of the
works was bloody and prolonged.  Our
men seixed fences and all other avall-
sble material and constructed a new
barricade within 256 yards of the first
now held by thelr enemles, and across
the parrow intervening spece the bat-
tle raged with terrific fercencss and
obstinagy. Brown threw in hils reserves
and held on, tho the assaulting forces
on his right were repulsed with appal-
ling loss, His own right, altho in pos-
#easion of the captured line, was ex-
posed 16 a crossfire, as was also his
left: wvet. with both flanks uncovered
and subjected to this raking crossfire
he maintained his position with obsti-
nate endurance. Gen. Strahl, who com-
manded a brigade in Brown's Division
was in the ditch, personally directing
Lis men, making those in the rear sup-
ply the fromt rank with loaded gunsy
'The two breastworks, so close together.
became lviung fringes of flame, and
even after dark the roar of musketry
at this puint was for a long time inces-
pant and deadening. It was suggested
to Strahl that he should withdraw or
gurrender, but he paid no attention.
and ordered his men o “keep firing”
uniil he was himsaslf struck down, As
he was belng carried from the field to
the rear 2 secomd and third ball struck
him, killing him Instantly.  Messengers
were sent 1o inform Gen, Brown of the
Fitcation and ask for erders, but it was
‘foun‘ that the division commander

pike.
and lain down to rest, but at 4 o'clock

McELROY.

forced 1o leave the scene of contest. Of
Brown's brigade commanders, Gordon
had been captured, Gist. as well as
Strahl, killed, and Carter wounded.
Opdycke's Charge.
Opdycke's Rrigade, which had held
the rear from Spring. Hill and fought
much of the way, had come onto the
ficld at 2:80 p. m., and halted. about
200 yards in the rear of the Carter
House on the right of the Columbla

The tired men had made coffes!

the brigade received orders to be in
readiness for any emergency. Opdycke
was entirely familiar with the ground,
and knew that the Carter Hill was the
key 10 the position. As soon as the
break wes mmde in the main line and
the stream of fugitives swept past him,
Opdycke gave the order to Nx bayo-
net=, and, deployving three of his regi-
ments to the left of the pike and three
to the right, both in echelon, rushed
forward. They struck the solid Jine of
the enemy near the Carter House, and
drove it back, with the capture of 394
prisoners, inclwiding 10 officers and nine
baitle flags. Six of our guns In the
front l'ne had been abandoned by their
men, and these were retaken and used
against the enemy by volunteéers from
the infantry. Lieut.-Col. Olson, com-
manding the 36th 111, was killed, and
Lieut.-Col. Smith was conspicuous for
his gallantry in the capture of flve bat-

THE REBEL CHARGE

tle flags. Capt. Bales, commanding the
125th Obhlo, received high praise.

In a few minutes of mad work with
the bayonet and musket barrel the line
wis restored, except a narrow interval;
the Confederates who had penetrated
it were either dead or prisoners, and
the battle began (ts gecond phase.

In Front of Casement’s Brignde,

The Confederztes suffered & terrible
destruction in front of the splendid
Second Brignde, Third Divislon, Twen-
iyv-third Corpe, commanded by Col
John S. Casement. This consisted of
the Gothk Ind. and, 65th IIL—Scotch

charging his front is vividly depicted.
Mnj. Sanders says:

“Walthall and Loring in the mean-
time charged heroically the Intrenched
Hne protected by an osage orange aba-
tis In Walthall's €ront Casement’s
celebrated brigede was posted, "armed
with Improved repeating rifies. This
portion of the intrenched line, in addi-
tion to the formidable osage orange
ahatis, was provided with artillery and
supported by the heavy guns of Fort
Granger and an elght-gun battery on
the north side of Harpeth River, which
delivered an effective crose and enfilad-
ing fire into the assaulting lines of both
Walthall and Loring. Notwithstanding|
the rizght flank of Casement was lelt|
uncovered by reason of the successful
assault at the center and gin house,
that command s#tood firm, and concen-
trated its terrific fire on Walthall's ad-
vancing division. In truth the fire of
this line was a continuing living fringe
of flame, because of the extraordinary
rapidity with which their improved
arms facilitated ita dellvery, which
wrought fearful and devastating effect
on the advancing force. Quarles fell
fearfully wounded, with all his staff|
dead around him, his fleld officers killad
or wounded, and a Captain, as ranking

officer, assumed command of his bri-
gade. The decimated brigades of Rey-
nolds, Shelley and Quarles succeeded
in reaching the osage orange ab
#nd wers in A manner Impaled In ita
fatal meshes in their gallant, tho hope-
less, struggle to penetrate it. 8helley,
however, with a few officers and men,
succeeded In reaching the ditch In
fron: of the works, but the impetus of
the grand charge was checked, and the
mutilated divigsion reecniled under a fire
which neither herolsm nor ga'lantry
conld overcome. Walthall had two
horses killed under him, but was fur-
nished remounts by the casualties in
his staff, which cnabled him to retire
his command In good order, an extra-
ordinary achievement consldering the
fact that in the fearful conflict betseen
him and Casemeat never before In the
history of war did a command of the
approximate strength of Casement, in
as short a period of time, kill and
wound as many men. Loring, with

-

AT THE GIN HOUSE.

Featherstone's, Adams's and Scott's
Brigades, simuitancously with Walthall,
vigorously assaulted Stiles in his strong-
Iy intrenched position, also protected by
the osage orange abatls, which was de-
fended with great courage. Scott was
dizabled by a shell early in the charge,
when Col. Snodgrass succeeded to his
command. Adams, in reserve, lead

the charge of his brigade to the left of
Featherstone, where the space was
open for a short distance, not prolect-
ed by abatls, was killed, horse and
rider falling across the works. Feath-
erstone, on the extreme right, leadiig

Regiment—in the center, the 124th;
Ind. on the left and 5th Tenn. In re-
serve. The works of this brigade were
somewhat sironger than the rest, with!
an abntis of osage orange in front, and
the assaull against them was made with
a determiration viging with that in the
center, Cas®iment was everywhere ani-
mating his men, who needed little en-
conragement, however, as they were
vorerans of many flelds and fought with
an invincible covrage. Their aim was
careful and deadly, and the field in
fromt of them was literally covered with
the dead and wounded,

In a bUrilllant description of this
fighting, glven by Maj. D. W. Sanders
of Stewart’s Corps, in the “Southern

himself was disabled by & wound and
-

!

Bivouue," the terrible slaughter infiict-

his brigade thru a destructive fire of
artillery and musketry, reached the
abatis, bur, exhausted by heavy losses,
wax unable to maintain his position,
and sullenly retired, leaving many gal-
lant officers and men in front of the
works, smong whom was the heroic
Col. Dyer, 3d Miss."

Hood's Fatal Frrop,

Hood's reputation in the old and
Confederate armies was that of a head-
long, impethous fighter, who carried his
point by unshakable determinatios, He
was now llUustrating this quality in a
manner rulnous to his army, and was
to spread In consequence a pall of acute
grief over the land for which he was

atorsin Prospect—A
Which Will be B

States in this forthcoming Se
campaign. It will Include
wealths which have heretofo
counted upon as rock-ribbed in thelr
Republicanism—such as Maine, New
Jersey, Delaware and Kansas, possibly
also Tllnols, for the Lorimer comtest
has smashed the Renuhlicnr.l‘ Party to
pleces, and “Uncle Shelby" 'Cullom Is
now so advanced in years that it is not
expected he will stand for re-ejection.
Some are inclined to Include’ Maksachu-
setts in Lthe field of active Senatorial
hostilities, after the Bay State Legis-
lature last November came S0 Near go-
ing Democratic; and others wonder
whether the regulars and progressives
in New Hampshire can hold- together
for another campalgn and assuré a Re-
publican Legislature there.

Stawes Which Wil Be Batllegrounds.

Nebraska, Montana and Colorado
have wavered so miuch betwetn the two
parties during the last féw years that
no one can bhe certain of the political
complexion of the three Legislatures
till after the voles aré counted. Each
Stete now has a Republican Benator
whoee term expires In 1913; but each
of those States now has a Democratic

Legislature, <
Several of the big Repiiblican States
that  went Democratic in November

elect no Senators two years from now,
and the great struggle for thé control
of that legisiative Branch will not be
injected into their Presidéntial politics.
This holds true of New York, Ohlo and
Indiana,  which, however, will be piv-
otal States in the efforts to réndminate
and re-elect Presldent Taft.

There will be a few high old tussles
for togad in several Shuthern. States,
but thesg. will be strictly Dempocratic
affairg, where the Republican Wrethren
will not have a look-in. Virginla is
on the threshold of a hot Senatorial
primary for the designation of fwo
Senators. . The death of Se r John
W. Daniel and tha sppoin t by the
Governor of Clavi#y A. Swanson makas
an extra placs for “w~ determinhtion of
the Senatorial primary. SenaYor Ben
Tiliman, of South Carolina, is In sbch
feeble health that he probably will not
run again, and the whole Palnmetto
State will resound with the battling
for his toga. There is ruction ;already
in Kentecky over the selection of &
successor to Benator Paynter, and Ken-
tucky has Senaforial campalgns that at-

atls, | tract the attention of the whole caun-

try. - s = i n

The approach of such spirited eam-
paigns for re-election, whem n.;‘n:!nﬂ
Senators want another term, gye Rast
to their official. deliberations. ' Knthwi-
edge of political unes . encour-
age candidates to come forth, and it
all adds to the hilarity. Tucky nowa-
days is the Benator who has four years
or six years mofe to his six years' term.

Twenty-three Plums for the Democrats.
The dear ald Senate, with all its
fondness for precedents, formalities and
legislative baubles of one sort and an-
other, has & nice assortment of § 23
varieties for the Democrats. There
waos some consternation in Republican
circles when discovery of the status
came, It certainly would be unpréce-
dented generosity to hand over 23 ex-
cellent legisiative trinkeéts to the po-
litical enemy, and a & _group of
Republicans deliberited. They fnatlly

to precedent and good form' to abolish
any of-the 23 varieties, and the Dem-
ocratic Senators are now. delibérating
over a dlvision of those spolls.

In the earlier days, when TPross
pects of & Senate unanimously Repub-
lHcan were growing brighter and
er, the riule of a Committee -
ship for every Republiean lou:xr a.ml
for a few good Democrits in. addition
was established. Fach committee was
endowed with a ponderously Impressive
legislative name and the Chailrman
took possession. This went on Hll there
wereg 72 committees of the United
States Senate, altho less thap half of
them ever have anything to do. Now
the prospects of a fenate unanimously
Republican are dwindling; the majority
is 80 small that it is almost no majoriiy
at all. There s alyo a 1 -standing
Senate rulé that no tnan shall have
more. than one Chalrmanshi Con-
seauently, the alternative of fallure to
aholish any of thesn ps
that 4% Repubiican Senusfors cen hold
only 49 CQhairmanships, and as soon as
Congress meets and the Benate or-
ganizes 22 Chalrmanships witf be at the
dispesal of the Democratic’ cauciis.

Assistant Secretaries.

The pasitions of immediate assistant
to a Cabinet officér, of which there are
soine 30 or 40 in Washington, do not
seem to be as important as of yore, and
vet fv iz exceedingly improbsable that
Presgident Taft will have any Jdifculty
in filling three or Tour prospective va-
cancleg, There are a “First ;Assistant
Secretary of the Interfor’” a an “As-
sistant Secretary of the Imterlor” who
have handed in their tlonm, as u
matter of officlal con y 10 Secretary
Walter 1. Fisher, bly they will
be asked to stay. =7 .0

But the Anlsts:t Atxot'm:y{:hnerul
“for the Interfor parimemt' us-
sistant to a Cabinet oﬂuz—&t mlor-
ney-General—aitho his cfiice fis the
Interior Department and he
near the Department of J
Lawler, the recent ineu
sgned for good, and
probably be brought in

to fill the place. All three off t po-
=itlony  pay approximately’ [§5.000 a
year. A

Thy+ blue-ribbon places of this Assist-
ant Secrerary class are. ayer the
State Departmoent, whern th are “the
Assistant Secretary” (State Department
usage, hoary and precise,.puts pha-

sis upon “the” to Indicate that_he is
first among Assistanig), “Sevond 1-
ant Secretnry” and * t
Secretary.” It happens 1 3 d As-
sistant Secretary,” Is a permanent job,
hecause of the necessity keeping
some one In office there whe knows a
little omething ahout the partment,
Every time there s a cataclysm in
Senatarial tenures thers, gensrally fol-
lows a “shake-np" in the
Assistant: Secrmary - of
Third Assistami
piping times of the-last q
cemury the incumbents of t
with rare excep %
song of poweriul Senators
ite proteges of
hase

ing ' to 4 in the
tp)lvlorru.tiam —or #u
in that quarter writhin

£Conunucd 9m page three)

the nexr few

THE SENATE THE FORUM OF INTEREST

Partisan Manuvering for Advantage—Trying Time for Sen-
at Senatorial Campaign—States

‘|One is to get better acqualnted with

concluded that it would be contmaryf

is| ratsed all the mischief thay could when

fdent Taft, of course, mak#s the nomli-
nations, but the Senate Commitiee on
Forelgn Relations recommends to the
Senate whether theose nominations shall
confirmed or rejected, and that in-
fluential committee comprises some of
the most influentinl Republicans of the
Senate,

The Meeting of the Third Honse.

I A considerable multitude of men will
bear -down upon Washington for the
extra sesslon of Congress. They are
cutsiders, men with no officlal connec-
tions, who have laerge and more or less
constant legislative Intercsts at tha
Capitol. These interesis, be It sald, are
largely legitimate, altho. strictly speak-
ing the men are lobbyists,

The immediaste purpose of the inva-
sion will be twofold, and is incidental
to the advent of a Democratic House,

the Representatives who will be at the
nelm In committees find in the House
ftself, and the other ie to acquaint these
Representatives with particular meas-
ures that will come along in due sea-
son. And much of this work, It should
also be said, is entirely legitimate. Ter-
ritorial officials from Porto Rico, Alas-
ka, Hawail, Arizona and New Mexico
have a degl of work of this eharacter,
In epite of the fact that all have Dele-
gates or Commissioners In the House,
There are numerous business organiza-
tions of many kinds engaged in devel-
opment enterprises, dependent from
time 10 time upon Congressional enact-
ments, that find It to their advantage
for Washington {o be informed. Now
that new men have such matters in
charge an educational campaign Is the
thing.

The great forum of coming months
at Washington will be the United States
Senate.” Interest In the performances
of a Democratic House cannot be dis-
counted. ‘The eves of the country, for
awhile at least, will be on the dally
proceedings and on the activities behind
the scanes at the south end of the Capi-
tol.. But the novelry will wear away.
Achlevement is tolerably certain in the
House after the leaders have agreed
upon a plan of action, whichever party
dominates. The machinery there is of
"“...g:“ that grinds out results and
Bu against surprises, 5

It is otherwise in the Senate even
under normal conditions. It s very
much otherwise under such cirecum-
stances as now surround the delibera-
tions of that body. During the next
two years the Senate will be both the
legislative defense of the Administra-
tion, if It 15 to have any such defense
at all, and it wiil also be 1the legislative
hope of the Democratic Party. House
lenders will frame their measures with
% view to fulfilling party pledges and
meeting public sentiment.  They must
also comport themselves legislatively so
as 10 win the approbation of at least
four Republican insurgent Senators if
goy want their measures to become

W,

Some wise tacticilans proclaim that
the Democrats of the House will really
Wit the” “Republicans of the Sen-
ate to beat cértain tariff enmctments so
that the matters in dispute can go be-
:‘Ioreu:l;e codl.lnlr_v as {ssues in the Presi-

en and Congressional campalgns.

Peérhaps. If it be so, then the House
leaders must carefully gauge Insurgent
sentimént in the Senate to determine
how far Insurgents will go in uphuild-
ing Democratic doctrines. There will
be much uncer‘ainty about the session,
and after a few weeks much of that
ancertainty will center in the Scnate.
It need be no surprise if the public at
Intervals seems to forget about the
Democratic House, as the battle rages
in the so-called ‘“upper legislative
branch.”

Tough on the Senators.

It will be & trying period for the Sen-
ators, with.very few exceptions. The
old regulars must decide whether they
are willing to go on record against the
Prevident when It comes to voting on
Canadian reciprocity., Apparently many
of them will forget pariy lovalty, con-
demn the reciprocity as Democratic and
as Injurious to the rural communities,
and take whatever consequences follow.
The insurgentz will also have their
froubles, for some of them are as cor-
dinlly against reciprocity as are their
regular brethrén. For this attitnde
they are belng pillaried by the country
8t large as inconsistent, after having

the Aldrich-Payne bill was under econ-
f;l-;‘mtlon. becauge it 1ixed duties too
high.

And while their constituents do not
geem to he finding much fauilt, the in-
surgent Senators are plainly uncom-
fortable over the status. They are iden-
tifled with a militant cause, and they
want approval in 2ome measure from
the country at large.

In spite of the fact that starements
are constantly appearing to convinee
readers af a short sesslon of Congress,
t1l the Demacratic signs at the Capitol
volnt 70 a long session and to many
Democratic enactments. That means
menasures ‘put up” to the Senate to as-
certaln what that Republican bedy will
do with them. If the Republiean Sen-
ate refumes to approve, away go the
Democrats to the country pleading for
full legislative authority. Of course,
there is much opportunity In all this
for polirical play. The Republican!Ser-
ate iz disorganized and demoralized
from a politicn] standpoint, and not in
& position to make very much. of a de-
fenpe aguinst any kind of robust poli-
teal play. 1If the Senate passes any of
these Democratic measures from the
Houge, the Repullicans thersupon be-
come sharers in the responsibility, and
debar themselves from eriticism In the
Presidential campalign of these enact-
ments of the Democratic House.

An Interesting Situation,

A very interesting situation is likely
to arise after some weeks, with Demo-
crats wishing to o on and legislate
about a variety of matters and Repub-
licans wishing to adjourn and go home,
There will be a resort to sharp tactles
almost certainly. Under normal condi-
tions—in might be said under any cir-
cumstances likely to arise—Congress
cannot adjourn without the assent of
the Democratic House. If the Repub-
lHican Senate Insists too sirongly upon
adjournment and beginsg sending ad-
Journment resolutions over to the
Houre, it will be open to charges of
seeking to run awey from legislation
that Representatives, recently commis-
sioned by the people, desire.

Furthermore, there will be no end of
interest as the séssion develops in the
new men who have come to the SBen-
ate. They arc entering into unusual
apportunitics for conspleuous service. A
dozen men there, who wildl take the
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ed by Casement upon the Confederatles '

Throwing Bricks.

good chances not only 1o monopolize the
Hmelight on occasion. but to exert great
influence upon legirlation for the coun-
iry’s ultimate advantage. A_ vast deal
of deploying and manuvering may be
expected in the Senate. The sessian
there will be replete with “situations"
The strong men in politice, tactics, ob=
gtruction and in construective legislation
will be battling for recognition. All In
all, the Senate session promises to be
one of the most notable In many years
The first big gun in the greai Sena-
torial campaign of 1812 which must
enhance interest in the Senate this
Summer has already boomed forth.
Choice Boswell Randell, of Sherman,
Tex,, Democratic Representative in
Congress for 10 years, wants the seat
which Senator Joseph Weldon Bailey
now occupies. The ousting process,
whether it ends in success or fallurs,
will be spirited and gay. Democratic
Texas wages no mollycoddle campaigns
for high office.

A Great Senatorind Campalgn.
Senator Balley's successor, of course,
will be a Democrat, whether the Sena-
tor's tenure be prolonged for six years
or whether another attains to the toga.
But the struggie in the Lone Star Stats
will be important as an incident of the
greatest Senatorinl campaign this coun-
try has had perhaps for 50 years. Ever
since the Democrats lost control of the
Senate along In the "90s it has been so
overwhelmingly Republican (n that]
branch as tp make a campaign for
Democratic control ahsolutely hopeless.
Now, with a Republican majfority of
about a half dozen there, a Democratic
mujority there. and consequently the
complete control of the Government by
thé Democratic Party, becomes one of
the possibilities.

It is almost axiomatic that the Presi-
dency carries contrel of the National
House. 'There are one or two instances
to the coptrary, but because of peculiar
eclrcumstances hardly rise to the dignity
of precedents. It does pot follow that
a Democratic President 'and a Demo-
tic House In 1912 would also mean
Democratic Senate, but the chances
would he very strong that way, n
the other hand, 2 Republican President
for another four vears (of which most
of the politicians have now despaired)
and a Republican House would praob-
ably mean contibpned Republican con-
trol of the Senate. In any event Re-
publicans are bound to ‘make a maost
vigorous fight to. prevent the fall of
their important Senatorial stronghold
The camprign of the next Senate, as a
matter of fact, will begin earlier than
the campaign for the Presidency, and
may continue longer,

It will center in particular Stales, be-
cause only 31 Stutes will have the elee-
tlon of a Senator, and the close fights
will be to the North. Again, if the
Democrats win, thelr majority in the
Senate will be nearly half of Northern
Serators—a remarkable evidence, if f:
comes about, of the rapidity with which
political seatiment changes.  Only’ a
few vears ago there were only one or
two Democrats in the Senate from all
the northern section of the country.

THE CONGRESSIONAL
APPORTIONMENT.

Prospects That It Will Remain as
It Is for Fopr Years.

—p———

After playing more politices with an
apportionment bill than has been at-
tempted with any oth&r measure, save
Canadian reciprocity, leading author-
ities in Congress seem to have reached
& pretty definite conclusion that there
will be no apportionment law for the
next two years, In other words, tho
Democraiic Uouse will decline to enact
any apportionment law, and the nume-
ber of Representatives In the National
House wiil continue, for four years at
least, the same as at present. The num-
ber from each of the States will also
remaln the same as during the past 310
years.

That is tha opinion of Representa-
tive Crumpacker, of Indiana, who was
Chnirman of the Census Commitice in
the last Honse and put thri the new
bill for 443 members, which the Senate
failed to ennct, because of opposition

A
conclusions “m%omm-m oath of

office April 4, have particularly

couraged by Republicans from Massa-
chusidis and a few other States.

Republican  Plans,

The Senate’s Milurs 10 act, of course,
|was due to tite wish of Republicans to
embarrass Democratic Legisiatures in
geverzl Northern States. The Reépubli-
cang hope to regain some Gavernors
and LCegisiatures at the nexr eleetions,
and may have an oportunity then to de
the gerrvmandering of . districts which
they want to keep the Democrats from
doing.

But, =accenrding 1o Hepresentative
Crumpacker. who is regarded-ag an c1-
cellent authority on the suh}e:?lgxh-
iatures can go ahead this Winter and
rearrange Congreasional districts on the
basles of the apportlonment of the lase
10 vears. The Indiana Légisianture has
alreads done =0 with the 13 districts
in that State. Presumably the New
York Legisiature, now Democratic, will
do so before it adjourns.  If the new
Hnuse of Representatives now declines,
during its life of two-vears, to disturh
the old appertionment, it stands as law,
and Indiana will continue to have 13
members: Maine, 4: Massachusetts, 14;
New York, 37, and so on thru the Hst
of States, with a toial of 391 members.
That would rarry the old apportionment
law over the period of the next Presf.
dentlal election.

It would work some hardship to
States like California, New York and
Mas=achusetts, that have grown mate-
rially in population and are thus en-
titled, under normal conditions, to an
increased number of Reprasentatives as
compared with other States, But the
Demdcrats in Congress, who tried to get
the new apportionment thru that Dem-
ocrati¢ Legisiatures might have oppor-
tunity . to. redistrict - their respective
States this Winter, figure that in the
forthcoming Presidential election they
would probably have anadvantage over
the Republicans Iin electoral votes, as
compared with the status under a new
apportionment law. No one can figure
such matters at all accurately, but the
Democrats estimate that thev will have
an advantage of something like a dozen
votes in the electoral college under the
old apportienment. * 1t _will be borne in
utind, of coursé, cthat each State’s vote
In the electoral college for President
and Vice President cquals the number
of its.Representatives In Congrese plus
the number of Senators, which is al-
Wars two.

Striving for Partisan Advantage.

Unless some hitch occurs in this plan
it will apparenily be observed, It will
be satisfaectory to many Republicans,
without regard to the striving for par-
tisan ndvantage in State serrvmanders
or in the mést Presidential election.
Alany thoughtful men of both parties
think it very umwise to increase the
size of the House, ‘and prefer it should
remaln at 191, as av present, or be re-
Juced. They therefare reason that the
present status, if maintained till after
the Presidentinl election, will he betrer
on the whele, and that ultimately a
more desirable apportionment law will
be enacted,

Many legislatgrs believe that the
House of Representatlves is gradually
coming to be very like the RBritish
ifouse of Commons in its organization
and procedure. The Democratic inno-
vatlon of having a committer select the
House committees deprives the Spealker
of great power and comes mighty close
to maXking him lttle else than “a mod-
erator” of a town mesilng. e becomes
a presiding officer pure and simple,
which is the sole function of the British
Msuse of Commons.

The latter body Is very large, con-
sisting of something over 500 members,
and the tendency of our National House
has clearly been that way, especially if
eventually an apportionment law for
433 members is enacted Into law. The
seating arrangements of the National
House are to be changed in the course
of a year or twn, perhaps during the
coming Summver, 55 that there will be
only benches for Representatives, and
that is like the arrangement in the
British House of (Commons. The au-
thority for the change has been voted,
and so have been the necessary appro-
priations,

The membership of the Senate can-
not be changed under the Constitution,
except by the admission of new States.
When Arfzona and New Mexico have
qualified the Senate will consist of 98
members, and there it will remain un-
doubtadly for many years, Men experi-
enced in legislation believe it would be
rar better, nll things considered, if the
House were never to be more than four
times as large as the Senate numerical-
Iy, and before the present ruction over
apportiomment is over something like a

from Senstor Rbot, of New York, en-

check to the Increase of memhership in
the House may be established.




